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SARDANAPALUS AND HERCULES
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4.  The Divinity of Lydian Kings

But apart from any general notions of the purificatory
virtues of fire, the kings of Lydia seem to hav* had a
special reason for regarding death in the flames as their
appropriate end. For the ancient dynasty of the Heraclids
which preceded the house of Croesus on the throne traced
their descent from a god or hero whom the Greeks called
Hercules ; l and this Lydian Hercules appears to have been
identical in name and in substance with the Cilician
Hercules, whose effigy was regularly burned on a great
pyre at Tarsus. The Lydian Hercules bore the name of
Sandon:2 the Cilician Hercules bore the name of Sandan

J

or perhaps rather of Sandon, since Sandon is known from
inscriptions  and  other  evidence  to   have  been  a  Cilician
name.3    The characteristic emblems of the Cilician Hercules
were the lion and the double-headed axe ; and both these
emblems meet us at Sardes in connexion with the dynasty
of ^e  Heraclids.    For the double-headed axe was carried
as part of the sacred regalia by Lydian kings from the time
of the legendary  queen   Omphale   down  to  the reign of
Candaules, the last of the Heraclid kings.     It is said to
have been given to Omphale by Hercules himself, and it
was  apparently regarded as a  palladium of the Heraclid
sovereignty ; for after the dotard Candaules ceased to carry
the axe himself, and had handed it over to the keeping of
a courtier, a rebellion broke out, and the ancient dynasty of
the  Heraclids came to an end.    The new king Gyges did
not attempt to  carry the old emblem of sovereignty; he
dedicated it with other spoils to Zeus in Caria.     Hence the
image of the Carian  Zeus  bore an axe in his hand and
received the epithet of Labrandeus, from labrys^ the Lydian
word for " axe." 4    Such is Plutarch's account ; but we may

1 Herodotus, i 7.

*  Joannes Lydus, DA magistratibus,
iii. 64.

3 See above, p. 144, note 2.

*  Plutarch, Quaestiones Graecae^ 45.
Zeus Labrandeus was worshipped at
the village of Labraunda, situated in a
pass over the mountains, near Mylasa

in Caria. The temple was ancient.
A road called the Sacred Way led
downhill for ten miles to Mylasa, a
city of white marble temples and colon-
nades which stood in a fertile plain at
the foot of a precipitous mountain,
where the marble was quarried. Pro-
cessions bearing the holy emblemi